
�����������������

�������������������������������
���������������������������������������	�
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ACTIVITY 1 
 
Here is an extract from the poem “To the Sunburnt Ear” by Tony Grunter. 
Read these three stanzas then answer the questions. 
 
 
The price that we paid for our freedom 
Was the best that we had to give 
The cream of a young generation 
Were buried ... so the unborn could yet live. 
The blood and bone that's been shed for the southland 
Has raised a crop like none else on earth 
A people of heart ... an invincible spirit 
A people of immeasurable worth. 
 
As long as there's dust at the base of the rock 
There'll be those who are willing to die 
For the right of every Australian 
To walk free under clear southern skies. 
And those who go forth to defend it 
This land ... this people of such infinite worth 
Will always be without doubt 
The finest soldiers on earth. 
 
And others will ask ... what quality makes them so different? 
They didn't win every fight 
They were rough and not as respectful 
Or as well equipped as they might. 
We'll never satisfy their questions 
Because the answer only we'll understand. 
They never left home for the battle 
With an intention ... or a desire ... to hate 
They went to war with the mind of a soldier 
But the heart and soul of a mate. 
 

                                                                                                                                                     

1. What do you think the title of 
the poem ‘To the Sunburnt 
Ear’ relates to? 

 
2. What was the price paid for 

our freedom? 
 

3. Australia is referred to as what 
land? 

 
4. Which ‘rock’ do you think the 

poet is referring to? 
 
5. Who do you think the soldiers 

weren’t respectful to? 
 

6. What qualities do you think 
made the Aussie soldiers 
different? 

 
7. What is the meaning of these 

words from the poem? 
- invincible 
- immeasurable 
- infinite 
- equipped 
- intention 
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 ACTIVITY 2 
 
CHALLENGE 
Imagine you are part of the Defence 2020 Youth Challenge. 
Answer these questions about the Anzac Spirit. 
 
What is the Anzac Spirit? _____________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Is it a myth or a reality? _____________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Is it unique? ______________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Is it a good set of values for Australians to have? _________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Does it have relevance to the Australian Defence Force today? ______________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Does it have relevance for young people today? _________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

                                                                                                                                                     



�
��������������������������������������	�
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
ACTIVITY 3 
 
OUR ARMED FORCES TODAY 
On the world map below, name the places and operations where Australian Defence Force personnel 
are currently serving. Check out www.defence.gov.au to see if you are on the mark! 
 

·  Afghanistan  – Operation Slipper / Operation Palate II 
           Border Protection  – Operation Resolute (mark with a red circle) 

·  East Timor  – Operation Astute/ Operation Tower 
·  Egypt  – Operation Mazurka 
·  Iraq – Operation Kruger/ Operation Riverbank 
·  Middle East  – Operation Paladin 
·  Solomon Islands  – Operation Anode 
·  Sudan  – Operation Azure/ Operation Hedgerow 

                                                                                                              HMAS Wollongong on patrol in the Arafura Sea 
                                                                                                                                                                     for Operation Resolute (Department of Defence) 
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ACTIVITY 4 
 
ERROR ALERT 
 
The former Prime Minister, John Howard’s Anzac Day speech has been printed incorrectly with 
spelling and grammatical errors. 
Can you proof read it, find the 15 mistakes and make the necessary corrections? 
Check the NiE page in your newspaper to see if you are a good proof reader. 
 
 

"Anzac Day has remained the storey of an aspiring national's courage. It 
has remained relevant not to glorify war or to pint some romantic picture of 
hour history but to drew upon a great example of unity and common 
purpose. As we’ll providing a day of commemoration, Anzac Day is also a 
tim for all of us to reflect with gratitude on those grate values that unit us as 
Australians - values such as matship, courage, initiative and determination. 
This is because the same anzac spirit that is guided us through adversity 
and triumph seems to slumbering periodically only to draw new breath when 
the national interest calls to bring Australians together in times of need".  
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ACTIVITY 5 
 
SEND A MESSAGE 
 
On the postcard below, write a short message of support for our troupes serving overseas. 
Remember to include the address. You’ll find it on the NiE page – Anzac Spirit in your newspaper. 
Design and make a 55c stamp with an ANZAC Day theme to go on the postcard. 
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ACTIVITY 6 
 
CODE BREAKER 
During war times many messages were sent in code or cipher so important  
information would not be understood by the enemy. Code Breakers were  
used to decipher these messages. 
Be a code breaker and work out what the messages below say.  
 
 
           Hint: You will need a keyboard to break this cipher. 

·  Rgw xiyepfw, wbsyepbxw, uburuprcw, suaxuokubw pbs nprwaguo 
suaokptws vt rgw Pblpxa ua rgw aoueur rgpr kucwa ib rispy ub runwa 
id gpesaguo 

 
 

·  Cabome tabo thabe cabenotaph abon abanzac dabay 
 
 

·  Tod ayt her ear eaus trail and efen cefor ceper son nelde ploy edto thir 
tee nope rat ion so verse as 

 
·  Hint: Use the numbers under each letter. They indicate how many times letters have shifted. 

                    The orange letters indicate the start of a new word. 

 
e d d o d z e m d t z n r r q t m a 
1 5 2 5 4 1 9 1 5 2 5 4 1 9 1 5 2 5 
  
p g v F v j g e o f k d A v i o r h b l 
4 1 9 1 5 2 5 4 1 9 1 5 2 5 4 1 9 1 5 2 
 
 
 

r c e r p d v p d o s y d i g i a s p - 
2 5 4 1 9 1 5 2 5 4 1 9 1 5 2 5 4 1 9  
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ACTIVITY 7 
 
Many poems have been written about the Anzac Spirit. 
Here’s your chance to put pen to paper and write an acrostic poem  
about what you feel the Anzac Spirit is and what it means to you. 
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