
       CLEAN IT UP 
                                                                                         TASK CARD 1      
 
HOW LONG? 
It takes a long time before many forms of litter break down and 
disappears from the environment. Degradability depends on factors 
such as climate and conditions. Can you match how long it 
approximately takes these items to break down using the time periods 
below?    *Source: www.kabc.wa.gov.au 
 
 
Aluminium cans =     Glass bottle = 
Apple core =     Orange peel = 
Banana skin =     Paper = 
Cardboard =     Plastic bags = 
Cigarette butts =     Plastic bottles = 
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PLASTIC BAG POSSIBILITIES 
There are many things we can do to limit the amount of waste from plastic 
bags. 
 
REFUSE 

·  Do not accept plastic bags when shopping 
 
            Make an alternative to use instead of a  plastic bag. 
            What will it be made from?    What will it look like? 
 
REDUCE 

·  Accept less plastic bags 
 

Which of these items from the supermarket do not ne ed to be 
placed in a plastic bag? Why not? 

  
 
REUSE 

·  Use plastic bags for a new purpose. 
 
           Make a list of ways a plastic bag could be reused. 
 
RECYCLE 

·  Turn used plastic bags into new products. 
 
         Set up a plastic bag recycling box in your classroo m / school     
         and find out where you can take them to be  recycled. 
 
 
 
 

3 – 4 weeks                 > 1 million years              up to 2 years  
1 month                                      up to 12 years 
1 – 2 months                                                        up to 20 years 
2 months                     1 - 2 million years    450 years       
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PUT IT IN A SENTENCE 
Use the letters of each of these words to make a sentence that relates 
to the word or topic.  
Eg  R is for re-inventing the wheel. 
  E is for emissions that come from our waste. 
  U is for using a product again. 
  S is for saving our planet. 
  E is for environment that we must take care of. 
 
 

W is for _______________________________________ 
A  is for _______________________________________ 
S  is for _______________________________________ 
T  is for _______________________________________ 
E  is for _______________________________________ 

 
 
 
L  _______________________________________________ 
I   _______________________________________________ 
T  _______________________________________________ 
T  _______________________________________________ 
E  _______________________________________________ 
R  _______________________________________________ 
 
 
                                   R  _____________________________________ 
      E  _____________________________________ 
      C  _____________________________________ 
                                   Y  _____________________________________ 
                                   C _____________________________________ 
                                   L  _____________________________________ 
                                   E  _____________________________________ 
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PLASTIC BAG ART 
Try creating a piece of artwork using plastic bags as a medium. 
Shown are some examples of how artists have used plastic bags to 
produce a picture. 

                                     
       Madame by Jet Mondares                                                   A mandala created by Virginia Fleck 
 
 

                                                         
 

 

                                                
Blue River by John Dahlsen                                                     Plastic Bag Brain by Emila Sandoval               
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ALL WRAPPED UP 
 
                   Products can be packaged in a number of different ways.  
                   On the table below, place a tick or a cross next to the type  
                   of packaging each product is wrapped up or contained in. 
 
               meat milk juice soft 

drink 
cereal vegies fruit/ 

vegies 
ice- 
cream 

plastic         
glass         
cardboard         
paper         
tin         
aluminium         
Poly -
styrene 

        

Plastic 
film 

        

Foil lined 
cardboard 

        

 
·  Why is packaging necessary? ___________________________ 

 
·  Which packaging do you think is the most environmentally 

friendly? Why?______________________________________ 
 

·  Do you think you can influence a manufacture’s choice of 
packaging? If so how? If not, why not?_____________________  
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 

 
·  Place a tick next to the packaging that can be reused or 

recycled. 
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BE ECO-FRIENDLY 
By following the 5 R’s you can become eco –friendly. 
Here’s one activity that allows you to reuse  some things you find around 
the house. Hang on there’s some words missing. Fill in the blanks so the 
instructions make sense. 
 
What you will need: 
Clean _______ shell with just the top broken off 
Potting mix 
Grass, wheat or rye seed 
10cm ________ of cardboard 
Scissors 
Glue or _______ 
Small spoon 
 
How to make: 

1. Glue or tape the _________ strip into a ring to hold the egg _____. 
2. Use the ______ to fill the egg almost to the top with the potting __. 
3. Sprinkle the ________ with seed. 
4. Add a thin layer of ____________ mix on the top. 
5. Keep it in a ________ position and water carefully. Do _____ soak. 
6. You can decorate the _______ if you like. 
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CLEAN IT UP CAMPAIGN 
In the 1980’s an anti-litter campaign was developed based around the 
slogan “Do The Right Thing”. It was a powerful, positive message that 
encouraged people to dispose of their rubbish properly. The NSW 
Environmental Protection Agency stated that the campaign successfully 
reduced litter up to 70 percent. 
 
Develop and design a slogan and poster that encourages people to 
change their litter behaviour. Think about whom you want to send the 
message out to and who will see your poster. What do you want to tell 
them? Make it bright. Make it clear. 
 
Here are a some examples. 
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TELL IT IN A POEM 
 
 
Write a Haiku poem about managing our  
waste. Send it to nie@apnap.com.au   
and we’ll post some online and choose the  
best one and publish it in a future page! 
 
 
 
 
A haiku poem is a poem with a special structure. 
Use this structure to write your own poem about Watching Waste. 
 
Structure: Line 1 – 5 syllables 
  Line 2 – 7 syllables 
  Line 3 – 5 syllables 
 
Example:      
  Empty drink bottles 
  Soup tins and pizza boxes 
  Food for recycling 

                                                                                                                
 


